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must be of the company, holding his book in his
hand and behaving as the French do when they pray
to God. The Savages know not what it is to refuse
what another has dreamed ought to be done for his
health. This law is common throughout the coun-
tries of America of which we have knowledge. They
go then to find the Father; they represent to him
that such a one's health is in his hands; they do not
suppose that he will make any difficulty about grant-
ing that which a whole world finds very reasonable.
They encouraged him, urging, moreover, that this
cure, which they accounted certain, would be very
honorable for him. The Father, smiling, rebukes
the vanity of their dreams. They urge him, but he
refuses: other messengers are sent, representing that
it is cruelty to allow a poor sick man to suffer and
die. Finally, when they saw that he would not
come, they take the resolution to conduct him thither
by force, and send young men to seize him; but as
he was agile, and very adroit, and very [141] little
burdened with flesh, he eludes their hands, and
takes to his heels. They pursued him at full speed;
they found that he had the legs of a Deer, and that,
if he had wished to escape, he could have done so,
since he outstripped the best runners of the country.
In fact, charity alone kept him among the Hiroquois;
for he preferred the salvation of the captives to his
own life and liberty. In conclusion, he returned to
the village resolved to die rather than connive, how-
ever little, at their superstitions. Our Lord willed
that they spoke to him no more of these.

Although he was of a hasty and quick temper, he
nevertheless knew so well how to submit when Chris-
tian humility and charity required it, and to assume


